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The English Church, then, was to manifest
its continuity by retaining its constitutional
position and the immemorial ordination of its
ministry, and by a worship and an attire of its
clergy that should remind its members of the
past; but it was also to be a reformed church,
recognizing its sister churches abroad and
recognized by them. But Elizabeth and
Parker had no mind that it should lose its
identity and be merged in a new reformed
cosmopolitan system.

Yet if they and the majority of quiet people
were content, there was a strong body both
of clergy and laity otherwise minded. In exile
they had grown familiar with churches where
repudiation of anything that could remind
men that once they had been in communion
with Rome had been raised to a principle.
To such men a rochet, a surplice, a collect
from the Sarum use were marks of Antichrist,
and it seemed their duty to rescue their Church
from such defilement. At first this party
fought for externals. Parker insisted on
obedience, and rather than obey, grave
elderly men of high position, the Dean of
Christ Church among them, resigned office.
There was much indignation. Some of the
bishops were doubtful of the wisdom of
such rigour; they sympathized with the